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Paper VI: Literature & Social History II – The Romantic Age, the Victorian, the 

Modern & the Post-Modern  
Q.1 What are the principal aspects of ‘Darwinism’? Consider these with a critical reading of 
any literary text of the Victorian Age you are familiar with.    (4+4= 8) 

Or 
Give a critical response to the phenomena called “The Rise of English”.   8 

Q.2 What is the Crisis of Empire? Give a historical account.    8  

Paper VII: Theory II – Romantic & Victorian Theory & Criticism 
 
Q. 1 Critically comment on William Wordsworth’s choice of poetic diction. 8 

Or 
What are Wordsworth’s main arguments regarding the idea of a poet? Give a well-illustrated 
answer.           8 

Q.2 What is Touchstone Method? How does Matthew Arnold employ it in his reading of the 
English poets in his essay ‘The Study of Poetry’?     8 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Paper VIII: Poetry II – Romantic Poetry 
 
Q.1: How does William Blake personify innocence in “Holy Thursday”? Give a well-
reasoned answer.         8 
Q.2: Keats’ “Ode to a Nightingale” offers multiple perspectives on the idea of death. 
What are these? Comment in your own words.     8 
 
Paper IX: Fiction II – 19th  to the 20th  Century 
 
Q. 1: Critically comment on Hardy’s treatment of the female characters in “The 
Mayor of Casterbridge”.        8 
 
Q.2: Consider Dickens’ ‘Hard Times’ as a novel critiquing the effects of 
industrialization on the society. Give textual examples to strengthen your argument.  8  
 
 
Paper X: Drama I – Renaissance Drama 

 
Q.1: How does Christopher Marlowe’s “The Jew of Malta” depict the characters’ 
desire for power, wealth and glory? Give a well reasoned answer.   8 
 
Q.2: Comment on Shakespeare’s use of delay and deferment as techniques to 
highlight the enormity of the tragic sense in Hamlet.     8 
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